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Summary :

Glass ionomer cement for restorative purposes are based on the hardening
reaction between icn-leachakle glasses (fine calecium aluminosilicate glass powders
prepared with a fluoride flux) and agueous solutions of homopolymers and copolymers
of acrylic acid.

Although ¢linical use and viabkility of the glass ionomer cements have not been
fully established, they are of great interest for future research and development.

They can adhere to enamel and dentin by physicochemical bonding and may
possess anticariogenic properties because of the akility to leach fluoride ions.

Most useful clinical applications of glass ioncmer cements have been in the
restoring of erozion lesion{without cavity preparation)and the restoring or sealing
of occlusal fissures.

Further developments have enabled manufactures to offer the cement as material
for class 3 and class b restorations.

In view of this expanded clinical use, and clinical wviakility of the glass

ionomer cements is timely.
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