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Abstract: In this paper, an unusual case of pigmented dentigerous cyst in a 37-year-old Iranian man with
multiple dentigerous cysts of maxilla and mandible is reported. In addition to the characteristic
histopathologic features of dentigerous cyst, numerous melanin granules which were distributed throughout
the epithelial lining of one of these cysts were also noted. The histochemical study using Fontana’s staining
indicated that the pigment was melanin and many of the cells containing melanin were
immunohistochemically positive for S-100 protein. Although no firm conclusion could be drawn from the
present case regarding melanin origin in dentigerous cyst, the possible histogenesis of melanocytes in
odontogenic lesions is discussed.
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